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A Comparative Text Analysis of Persian  Folktales and Children’s Literature 

 
The aim of the present study was to compare Persian folktales and contemporary children’s 

literature to verify the degree of the syntactic complexity maturity in terms of Hunt’s (1965) MTUL 

index, and the number of grammatical metaphors and defined by Halliday (1985). Moreover, the 

degree of lexical complexity in the two literary genres was examined in terms of the number of 

traditional metaphors.  

 

To analyze the data, three statistical procedures—t-test, ANOVA and Chi-square—were followed. 

According to the results: 

1- The difference between the mean lengths of the T-units (MTUL) in the two literary genres was 

statistically significant. 

2- The difference between the MTUL of all the folktales and the MTUL in some age groups of 

contemporary children’s literature was significant. 

3- The difference observed between the MTUL of one group of the folktales and the MTUL of the 

other two groups was significant (folktales were classified in terms of their MTUL). 

4- The difference between some age groups in contemporary children’s literature was significant. 

5- The difference between the MTUL of some age groups in contemporary children’s literature and 

MTUL of some groups in folktales was found to be significant. 

6- The difference between one of the lexical metaphors in contemporary children’s literature and 

folktales was found to be significant. 

7- The relationship between lexical metaphor variable and age groups in contemporary children’s 

literature was significant. 

 

     The results show that in terms of Hunt’s MTUL and the number of one of the lexical metaphors, 

folktales are more mature and complex than contemporary children’s literature. Therefore, it can be 

concluded that in Persian language (PL) Persian as second language (PSL) classroom, elementary 

students can benefit more from contemporary children’s literature, while for advanced language 

learners folktales are more suitable. 
 
 

 


