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Abstract

Comparing Polyphony in Persian and non-Persian picturebooks according to
Bakhtin’s theory

By
Samane Asadpour

Children’s literature in general and picturebooks in particular, are full of voices and, unlike
the simple appearance they might have, encompasses depth and variety. In the polyphonic
picturebook, different worlds (text and image) face each other and talk to each other. They
are sometimes in opposition, sometimes complementary and sometimes in line with each
other. They attend to each other, but each one has its own voice to advance the story. The
theory of polyphony is an appropriate approach to find out about word and image
companionship and can provide an apt reply to the question of differences and unity of
voices. In this research, we tried to examine dialogue and polyphony in the relation between
text and image or separately in each, and then compare them together. This research, by
qualitative content analysis method and with a descriptive-interpretive and comparative
approach, has examined eight samples of Iranian and foreign picturebooks according to
Bakhtin's criteria of polyphony. This research shows that the picturebook is a very suitable
space for polyphony. Word and image, whether alone or in dialogue, can bring numerous
voices to the audience. by comparing Iranian and foreign samples, it can be concluded that
their differences are in a polyphonic manner, and this is due to the different way of dialogue
between text and image in these examples.
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